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Dear Friends,

When I spoke with the Board of Trustees 
sixteen months ago and informed them that I 
thought the conclusion of the 2014-15 school year 
would be an appropriate time for me to step down 
as president, the end of my time at De Smet Jesuit 
seemed a long way off.  Now it’s here!

De Smet Jesuit has always been a special place 
to me.  Teaching English grammar to incoming 
freshmen during the summer of 1972 launched 
my adventure at De Smet Jesuit.  This brief 
introduction to teaching adolescent boys was 
quickly followed by two and a half years as a 
scholastic doing whatever needed to be done 
and, after theology studies, five years as a newly 
ordained priest teaching sophomore religion, 
coaching freshman basketball, and directing 
the pastoral program.  I would not trade the 
experiences of these early years and the friendships 
which were made for anything other than 
perhaps the acquaintances and experiences of 
these past nine years. The renewal of friendships 
from 20 years ago, the blessing of new friends, 

and the interaction with 
former students, now as 

parents of our current 
students, has been an 
incredible experience 
and blessing.  I am 
constantly grateful 
for the way De 
Smet Jesuit not only 
nurtures young men 
into adulthood but 

also cares for and 
supports the adults – 
faculty, staff, parents, 

alumni, and 
benefactors – 

who make 
up the 
larger 
school 

community.  God has richly blessed us all.  Thank 
you for your friendship and support and for 
contributing to this marvelous community.

I also want to acknowledge and thank our talented 
and dedicated faculty, staff, and administration 
with whom I have had the privilege to work over 
all these years.  The sacrifices they make on behalf 
of our students are too numerous to note.  Suffice 
it to say, they are the backbone of our community.  
The success De Smet Jesuit has attained is due to 
their labors and commitment to our young men 
and the ministry of teaching.

Finally, I want to thank our Board of Trustees.  
The wisdom, counsel, and vision of these men 
and women have been invaluable resources and a 
source of encouragement.  They are dedicated and 
faithful guardians of our values and mission as a 
school community, and are committed to shaping 
De Smet Jesuit as a premier educational institution 
and leading it into the future.

I will be in the St. Louis area on a sabbatical much 
of the fall before assuming a new assignment 
as superior of the Jesuit Community at Jesuit 
College Prep in Dallas.  Be assured of my 
prayers.  May God bless you and your families 
and this marvelous community at De Smet Jesuit 
High School.  

Fr. Wally Sidney, S.J.

A FAREWELL FROM 
Fr. Wally Sidney
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for the warm welcome that so 
many of you have extended to my wife, Amanda, 
our three children – Ian (11), Colby (9), and 
Catherine (7) – and me.  We are grateful for your 
many gestures of kindness, including enough De 
Smet Jesuit “swag” to outfit us as a JV squad for 
next year’s Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt – our 
family’s favorite De Smet Jesuit tradition.

As you have welcomed us back into the De Smet 
Jesuit fold, I have reveled in hearing your own 
stories and the role that our mission has played 
in your family’s life.  So many of you have shared 
accounts of how the De Smet Jesuit community has 
been there for your family in both the good times 
and the bad, evidencing that our aspirational “Men 
for Others” motto is so much more than lip service. 

Another theme that has figured prominently in 
your stories is that of a young man’s encounter with 
De Smet Jesuit as something akin to falling in love.  
Typically, the tale begins with that all-important 
“introduction” to De Smet Jesuit – through cousins, 
uncles, brothers, or dad – and then proceeds to a 
formal “date” with the school.

Still too young to drive, our aspiring Spartan 
enters mom’s or dad’s vehicle at the end of the first 
date and – in a rare and vulnerable moment of 
self-disclosure – divulges those electrifying three 
words: “I’m…going…there.”

As you know by now, more than puppy love, these 
are the seeds of transformation being sown; they 
are the opening chapter of a young man’s De Smet 
Jesuit journey that will shape his life in ways that 
he can scarcely know right now.  

Whatever the path that has led a young man to our 
doorstep, our mission remains – as it has for the 
past 50 years – to flip the equation so that in finding 
De Smet Jesuit, a young man comes to discover 
himself – as loved, gifted, and called by God.

In so doing, graduation from De Smet Jesuit 
becomes a “threshold moment” – a commissioning 

Mr. Corey Quinn
GREETINGS FROM

of each young man to “go forth and set the world 
on fire” with his newfound love.

I am eager to hear more of your stories of 
transformation – of De Smet Jesuit past, present, 
and future – so that we can co-labor to ensure that 
233 North New Ballas Road remains fertile ground 
both for young Spartans and the world that they 
will serve.

On behalf of my family, thank you again for your 
warm welcome.  It is our privilege to make a 
return gift of service to a community that we’ve 
considered home for more than thirty years.

Sincerely,

Mr. Corey M. Quinn ‘90



6  |  THE ODYSSEY   Spring 2015

The Reverend Fathers
Vincent Giacabazi, S.J. and Ronny O’Dwyer, S.J.

cordially invite you to a

Concelebrated
Mass of Thanksgiving

De Smet Jesuit High School
233 North New Ballas Road

Sunday, June 21, 2015
5:00 p.m.

The school will host a light reception following Mass.
In lieu of personal gifts, a donation may be made to

De Smet Jesuit High School
in the name of Fr. Giacabazi and/or Fr. O’Dwyer.

RSVP online at https://www.desmet.org/mass-of-thanksgiving.html

MEMORIAL FUNDS MAKE LASTING CONTRIBUTION TO
LIVES OF CURRENT SPARTANS
De Smet Jesuit is grateful to the following families who have chosen to honor their loved ones through the creation 
of these schoarlship funds, which benefit current and future students:

Patrick “Doc” Berger Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship was established by the Berger family in memory of former faculty member Patrick “Doc” Berger, who taught 
English at De Smet Jesuit for many years.  Doc Berger served as an inspiration to countless students and as a mentor to young 
faculty members. The Patrick “Doc” Berger Memorial Scholarship will be awarded annually to a student identified by the 
school’s  administration.

Señor Bryan Hencel Memorial Fund
This fund, set up by Bryan’s wife Julia, will support the costs of domestic and international mission trips. Bryan believed that 
learning took place both inside and outside of the classroom. He felt that travel enriched the student experience, and that service 
was a core component of Jesuit secondary education. This fund will be used to provide scholarships to current students who might 
not otherwise be able to experience Jesuit education in action on a mission trip.

Robert “Bobby” Christman ‘13 Memorial Scholarship
This fund was established by Bobby’s parents Bob and Dawn to honor Bobby’s memory and to celebrate his commitment to leading 
by example. A dedicated member of both the wrestling and rugby teams, Bobby displayed leadership through his commitment 
to the wellbeing of his fellow Spartans. Bobby was known for his sense of humor and commitment to achieving individual and 
team goals.

If you are interested in making a contribution to any of these funds,
please contact the Advancement Office at 314-567-3500 x241.

News&Notes

DE SMET JESUIT HIRES NEW 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Current Athletic Director to Take on
Newly Created Role

Kevin Roberts, a 2001 De Smet Jesuit graduate, 
has been named Athletic Director of De Smet 

Jesuit High School, effective July 2015. Roberts 
graduated from Southeast Missouri State 
University and received his Masters of Education 
in Athletic and Activities Administration from 
William Woods University.

Principal Trevor Bonat commented, “What 
stands out about Kevin is that he was educated 
in the Jesuit tradition, has shown a commitment to Catholic 
education, and brings with him an understanding of how sports 
can be used as a way to encourage our students to become Men for 
Others rather than using sports as a means to individual praise.”

Roberts said, “I am excited to return to my high school as a 
leader and to be a part of a great sports and educational tradition.”

Roberts replaces John Stewart (’77), who has been appointed 
to the newly created position of Director of Development, 
Scholarships.

“John has done a great job for us as Athletic Director, and we 
are tapping into other skill sets he has to help us develop other 
ways to ensure a quality, Catholic, Jesuit education can be available 
for all,” Bonat said. 
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News&Notes

FOND FAREWELL    At the end of the student awards ceremony Apr. 24, faculty member Ken Luecke thanked Fr. Sidney for his many years of service to De Smet 
Jesuit. His speech in its entirety is listed below. 

Before we ask for a blessing to end this morning’s assembly
we would like to honor one more individual – 

a friend to all of us, and a special friend of mine for 
almost 40 years!

What the world needs most,
besides bright, active young men,

as we have just recognized, are holy people - 
men and women who live the mission,

who live lives that inspire others.  

For 16 years at De Smet Jesuit Father Wally Sidney, 
as administrator, teacher, campus minister and president,

has been one of these shining examples and mentors.

By ”finding God in all things,” 
fishing in a trout stream, 

grilling a steak for an auction winner,
preaching the good news by word and action... 
Fr. Sidney has humbly marked his ministry by

presiding at the Eucharist, witnessing marriages, 
baptizing young children

and reconciling and healing relationships 
on Kairos retreats.

For the past nine years as president, 
Fr. Sidney has set the vision of De Smet Jesuit High School– 

encouraging young men from 14 to 18 years of age 
to live holy lives!  

Fr. Sidney,
you have built the Kindgom of God on earth 
by ministering to students in the hallways, 

in classrooms and on retreat.

To the faculty, you have been a constant supporter 
of building a prayer community 

during morning Masses and 
Ignatian Evenings, always leading us in prayer.

For parents,
you have nurtured their faith life 

through Days of Recollection and Masses,
encouraging them to join their sons through their four years 

here at De Smet Jesuit.

For alumni, 
you have fostered and explored ways to connect them to God’s 

work through prayer and service in retreats and reunions.

For all of us, you have been pastor – 
tending to our most important needs – 
calling us each by name, knowing us,

and being present to each of us.

You have greeted us each morning 
and bid us goodnight each day 
outside the Admissions Office.

You have led us in prayer as we mourn the loss of classmates, 
colleagues, and family members.

For this we are truly grateful!

We cherish your kind words of support and encouragement. 
We are ever thankful to you for setting an example 

of holiness and prayerfulness, and
 for helping us to know, love and serve the Lord!

 May you live and prosper for many years!
Peace be with you!

And in words that you have taught us,
we emulate you as we say,

“We dedicate all our thoughts, words and actions 
to the greater glory of God.”

Amen!

- Ken Luecke

For details on Fr. Sidney’s Farewell BBQ in June, please visit
https://www.desmet.org/fr-wally-sidney-farewell-bbq.html
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From left: In keeping 
with the automobile 
theme, this year’s 
gala was held at the 
Kemp Auto Museum.

Senior Conrad Dorn 
looks on as Jim 
Ortbals bids on a live 
auction item.

From left: Emcee 
Chris Higgins ’88 

chats with a guest 
during the program.

Students in the 
DSJ Jazz Ensemble 

perform before 
dinner.

From left: One of 
the auction puppies 

captures the heart 
of faculty member 
Josh Klein ’97. The 

dogs were brought 
up to campus in 

anticipation of the 
auction.

Fr. Wally Sidney 
and Principal 

Trevor Bonat pose 
for some publicity 

shots at a local 
Maserati dealership.
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Come, Blackrobe
Exploring the Life of De Smet Jesuit’s 
Namesake, Fr. Pierre De Smet, S.J.
On Mar. 4, members of the DSJ community came together to discuss Come, Blackrobe by Jack Killoren, a portrait 
of Fr. Pierre De Smet and his missionary work with Native Americans. The goals of the session were to connect 
with the school’s namesake and, upon meeting, to synthesize some themes from his life that might deepen the 
character of the school.

Pictured above: Mike Callahan, Anna Oliver, Andrew Kresyman, Tim Wilmes, Deacon Frank Olmsted
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Come, Blackrobe
By Jack Killoren (1994)
Excerpts from the discussion are included below:

TREVOR BONAT, PRINCIPAL:  About six months ago 
we were talking about books to read, and I had asked Ron 
[Rebore], ‘how much work has been done on Father De Smet? 
Do we have a good handle on this guy, on this figure?’ And 
so one thing led to another, and we decided to get a group 
of people together to talk about this man’s life, and to use 
the book as a means towards exploring 
who Father De Smet was, what his 
context was, and how can his life in 
context inform our lives and inform our 
futures? So maybe we could start with 
a conversation about the man, the book, 
and his context. I think it will probably 
naturally flow into what we’re doing and 
who we are as a school, and then maybe 
turn towards the future.  

We are very happy to have a real eclectic 
group of people here. We have our ASCs, 
faculty, staff, and David Miros, who is 
the archivist for the Central-Southern 
Province of Jesuits on West Pine, and 
who I hope we have an opportunity to 
go and visit more and more.  I am going 
to be haunting you about that trip to 
Belgium in 2016 or 2017, because we all 
need to go and enjoy all that Belgium has 
to offer.  Get that global perspective on 
Jesuit education and so on. So without 
further ado, maybe we could just begin 
with our impressions of the book and our understanding of 
De Smet as a person and his context through Jack Killoren’s 
Come, Blackrobe.

KEN LUECKE, FACULTY MEMBER: It strikes me that he 
is a good storyteller, that he is a great promoter. I mean, 
he is passionate about what he does and as a result of that 
he probably embellishes things a little bit or he stresses the 
positive and chooses not to talk about some of the things that 
are difficult, because he is interested in helping these people. 
One thing I thought was kind of interesting was that he never 
stayed very long in any one place... some of the priests and the 
brothers that were [abroad] were finding it difficult, and he 
never made that kind of an investment it seemed, even though 
he said, ‘Man I’d love to do that – I’d love to be there…’ but I 
just view him as a great promoter in having that passion for 
doing something.

The other thing I was really surprised by was the whole idea 
of the attempt to reproduce the Paraguay reductions. Never 
having been down there, I assume that the jungle made it 
more feasible to hide people, and he is almost set to fail here, 
to make that kind of thing happen. I got two-thirds of the way 
through the book, so I just skipped to the end so that I could 
find out what the rest of the story was.  I started thinking – 
what did De Smet do in 1851 at Fort Laramie? Did he let these 
guys get sold down a river? What was going on?

PATRICK JENNEWEIN, ASC: Trevor, to your point, isn’t it 
kind of the whole point of being a Jesuit, that you don’t have 
to be this incredibly special saintly person?  It’s just a bunch 
of these regular guys who went out ... I mean, you look at 
Ignatius as a very regular human being and I think that the 
fact that [De Smet] is just a regular guy who went out and did 
something great, that is what makes him who he is and that is 
what makes him a part of this movement.

TREVOR BONAT:  What else about his character?  I mean, 
he was a bookkeeper and he worked in St. Louis… [and was 
treasurer at Saint Louis University]. So he seemed well-trusted, 
loyal, and certainly more than once in the book they say, ‘gosh, 
this whole endeavor would’ve collapsed were not for Father 
De Smet’s good clerical sense of running a mission.’

KEN LUECKE:  He must have been a charming and bright 
guy. The generals and department heads and the government 
[officials], they really were fascinated with him. It seemed 
like whoever he met, he made a good impression on them, so 

there must have been something kind of 
charismatic about him in a way.

DAVID MIROS, ARCHIVIST FOR 
THE CENTRAL SOUTHER PROVINCE 
OF JESUITS:  Polite, genteel, and 
polished are words that come to mind. 
He wasn’t a rough-around-the-edges 
kind of person, he could walk in all 
circles, which is what I like to think that 
he would say of Jesuits in general. He 
was comfortable meeting presidents and 
he was comfortable on the plains with 
the [Native American] chiefs; he could 
walk in all sorts of different walks of life. 
He never learned a native language; he 
could speak Flemmish, he could speak 
French, he knew Latin and English, 
but he didn’t learn native languages. 
So he had some of his closest friends - 
Adrian Hoecken and Christian Hoecken 
- learn the Potowotamie the language 
backwards and forwards. On the one 
hand, he was the promoter and genteel, 

and on the other hand he knew his limitations and he never 
spent more than - I think - roughly ten years out west. He was 
mostly settled in St. Louis and traveled to Europe 19 times.  

In an effort to raise money, he kept wonderful records of all 
the things that he brought back and forth - everything from 
vestments to candles to globes to all things scientific… I’m 
interested in what he brought back with him.  We worked with 
Loyola in Chicago on an exhibition, and it included Jesuits in 
the 19th century. These Jesuits were really promoters of Jesuit 
ideals, including science, and the way to attract students in 
the 19th century was to have wonderful scientific departments. 
That was something that [De Smet] was keenly interested in 
doing. There were two Blaeu spheres that he brought - Blaeu 
was a cartographer and mapmaker - and he knew that these 
were prized objects in Europe and held by wealthy families. 
He also knew that in order to attract the best students in the 
United States to come to your college, you had to showcase 
some of these priced objects.  So he acquired two Blaeu 
spheres, and he shipped them through Antwerp in 1838 to St. 
Louis. The catalogue for SLU in 1839, 1840 would’ve included 
these items as a way of advertising that they had the most up-
to-date scientific equipment. He knew what he was doing by 
bringing things from Europe to the United States in order to 
attract students.  

RON REBORE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:  I’m wondering, 
just because it’s not explicit in this - since our school’s named 
after him, what were his views on education? What can we 
glean from that that part of his life that we could promote and 
integrate into our school as we move forward?

DAVID MIROS: I think the idea of accommodation is one that 
comes to mind. He was willing accommodate to the culture 
where he lived. Here’s a good example: if you walk into the 
New Cathedral on Lindell and you look in the left nave, you 

“

”

[De Smet] could walk 
in all circles, which is 

what I like to think 
that he would say of 

Jesuits in general. 
He was comfortable 

meeting presidents and 
he was comfortable 

on the plains with the 
[Native American] 

chiefs; he could walk 
in all sorts of different 

walks of life.
- David Miros
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see the mosaic of De Smet, and he’s featured there in his 
deerskin coat.  We actually still have the deerskin coat, it’s 
in the collection, it’s on the display at Saint Louis University 
now - that to me is a perfect example of someone who could 
walk into one culture, breathe that culture, and then walk out 
of it. So that to me is accommodation or assimilation. That’s 
one attitude that someone could fixate on or really focus in 
on and say, ‘okay, how do we do that with students or with 
faculty? How do we walk into someone’s room?’ I taught 
high school for four years, and I know that in order to teach 
freshmen or sophomores, in some ways you have to enter 
their into minds and bring them out to your own. I think 
that’s De Smet - he had the hope of Christianizing everyone 
and baptizing everyone he encountered. He performed many, 
many baptisms.  So he wasn’t a 21st century figure, you know - 
he really wanted to make them Catholics and he was doing the 
best he could at bringing that about.

TREVOR BONAT:  What was his mentality in 19th century? 
What would be the advantage of baptizing 300 Indians in 
Nebraska or in Wyoming?  

DAVID MIROS:  To save their souls. I think that’s the attitude 
- there is no salvation outside of the church. I think he held 
that attitude, like St. Xavier held that attitude, and I say I 
think - from what I gathered and from what I’ve been able to 
read I think that he’d hold that attitude. But here’s where I put 
in a footnote: we need to really look at what his attitude might 
have been towards baptism and towards the church and ask… 
when he encountered someone like Robert Campbell, a trader 
and traveler whose house is in downtown St. Louis, what was 
his thought process in terms of him and all the people that he 
met? Did he, in meeting Jim Bridger or any of these other folks, 
have feelings that they weren’t going to go to heaven? I’d really 
like to investigate that and it hasn’t been researched.  

TREVOR BONAT:  He really invested himself in the 
sacramental belief that [converted] people would, when they 
died, go to heaven.  

DAVID MIROS:  Absolutely. This may strike people as odd 
but he carried relics with him. He would carry relics with him 
in addition to a crucifix or something like that. We 
might wear scapulars or people might wear scapular 
medals today - he’d have done that too. Rosary 
beads - I mean, material Christianity was really an 
important part of the Belgian Catholic experience 
and I think that was again a part of his experience in 
the American West.  

TREVOR BONAT:  I picked up more than once that 
he’d [reflect] on his celebration of the Mass and those 
sacramental sort of moments as moments of great 
consolation for him. I think the relics and that sort 
of the material Christianity is part of how he was 
effective as an evangelist, and also speaks to us: what 
are the means by which we educate young men? 
How do his means inform our means? That was 
really something that came back to me over and over 
again, that sort of ability for him to engage them on 
that level, a fundamental human level.

DEACON FRANK OLMSTED, FACULTY 
MEMBER:  I really got the feeling that when he 
talks about celebrating the Mass and baptisms and 
so on, I get the feeling he had a really deep love for Christ 
and the Eucharist and the grace through all the sacraments 
– he wanted to give this to everyone. I didn’t get the feeling 
so much that it was numbers game – ‘Let’s see how many 
people we can baptize.’  He did this out of his own personal 
conviction that Christ was present in this way and that it was a 
wonderful thing.

TREVOR BONAT:  Could we talk a little bit more about how 
there is this almost inevitability to his failure?  I mean the 
failure of the survival of Native American culture… maybe we 
can flesh that out a little bit because there were the sacramental 
and the spiritual aspects of the man, but then there were these 
elements of faith and justice. The justice part of it is that this is 
really not going to end very well from a historical perspective. 
That’s something I think we really need to grapple with.

PETER LENZINI, FACULTY MEMBER:  Yeah.  I felt like I 
wanted him to be more politically astute. I think it’s on page 
127 that he becomes aware that this isn’t going well, and that 
the buffalo are already disappearing. It’s happening.  But what 
he had to share with them was the message of Christianity 
– this world is ugly, it’s broken and it is going to be more 
broken for you all than it is for anyone else. I would like more 
accounts of these relationships. I know a lot of the accounts 
are coming from him, but certainly in this book, it seems he 
really was beloved by these people. I wonder how much we 
can really trust that, but I certainly love the story of him being 
so beloved by them because he was somehow able to be above 
the fray.

KEN LUECKE:  One of the words that struck me when I was 
reading through here is that Killoren said that De Smet was 
a very pragmatic person.  And maybe seeing that it wasn’t 
going to end well simply meant that it was not going to end 
the way that they would have hoped. What he may have tried 
to do was to try to help people understand what wonderful 
people these Native Americans were. There was a thing on 
page 226 where he says, ‘…whatever their detractors may say, 
Indians know how to appreciate a kind act and to be grateful 
for a favor received.’  And then on the next page, he talks 
about how he could not guarantee worldly justice to these 
Indians.  So instead what he did was he focused the attention 
and the emotions of the Indians on the gift of faith that they 
had and would continue to receive.  So you know maybe that’s 
something good for us to see and where we can move is… 
don’t dwell on all the wrong things. Maybe I am jumping, but, 
you know, find God in all things, yes, but where do I find God 
in this situation?

Pictured above: David Miros, Trevor Bonat, Patrick Jennewein, Ron Rebore



12  |  THE ODYSSEY   Spring 2015

KEN LUECKE:  What do we know about what the province 
was thinking when they decided to have a second Jesuit school 
and name it De Smet?

DAVE MIROS:  I know that Father John Chapesky was 
involved in that. He was at SLUH and they were looking 
at where 270 was going to go past…  they did know that, 
incorporating a play on “where the rivers meet” and “where 
the highways meet.”  And I think there was a sensitivity to 
growth of the city. I don’t know much about why, other than 
because of De Smet’s long history with the province. I am sure 
it was intentional, I just don’t know who came up with it.

MIKE CALLAHAN, DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS MINISTRY:  
I remember a story from Fr. Gerry Sheahan who was at SLUH 
when I was there. I didn’t know much about De Smet, but I 
thought he had some story about how everybody wanted a 
school at the corner of Ladue and Ballas… and then he flew 
around in a helicopter and he saw that if it was a little bit 
removed they could get much more land, and then it was 
going to be called Jesuit High School… 

Reflecting on DSJ Students:

KEN LUECKE:  I like to think - and this is not a reflection on 
anybody else - that our kids have always been real and by real 
I mean, they’re… what you see is what you get. They can be 
sophisticated and profound and they can be silly. Everybody is 
not the cookie cutter here, in my experience here. It’s not about 
knowing everything; it’s about knowing the right things and 
the good things.

MIKE CALLAHAN: When I graduated from high school, I 
don’t think I knew what the Grad at Grad was... I probably 

knew what AMDG was from Latin, but I really didn’t 
know too much, overtly, about Jesuit spirituality. I 
probably knew more than I could articulate. I think in 
those earlier years that I taught, I don’t know if I saw it 
around as much. Certainly we were doing it but maybe 
not articulating it. I think a conscious effort was made 
to make it overt and a part of what we do, and we’ve 
embraced who we are. I think the seminars and things 
have helped a lot, where the teachers really embraced it. 
I think if we ask the kids, they know what it means, so I 
think those are the positives, too.

DAVID MIROS:  Yeah, (in terms of qualities about De 
Smet) I think “risk taker” is one that comes to mind. 
He had a comfortable life in Belgium and yet he chose 
to enter the Society and trek across Illinois and the 
American West. I wonder, having taught in a Jesuit high 
school for a few years, do we encourage risk-taking 
with students? Or is there a conservative approach 
where we say, this is the safe course with what you 
want to do in your life? How do we pass on the value 

of being risk-takers? I see that in De Smet’s life experience, if 
you just watch his life unfold - he was never satisfied with the 
status quo, and he was always willing to ask, ‘What more can 
I do?  What more can I do as an Apostle and what better ways 
can we serve?’ It’s something that I see in his life and I think 
that’s also true of those early Jesuits who came with him.  They 
were all, at some level, risk-takers.  

TREVOR BONAT:  Our students are very comfortable in 
their own skins.  And that’s a seed for being comfortable in 
different contexts because we need to make sure that they can 
utilize that skill in different areas like De Smet did. He did 
very challenging things in very different contexts. And then 
what you’re saying, David, with the risk-taking - I think at the 
school, we have that ethos of being an early adopter of one-
to-one technology, for example. And it may be a stretch, but 
to be stretched and to move forward and to see technology as 
a new frontier... These are seeds that are already germinated 
and some that are already grown that are very consistent with 
what De Smet did.

DAVID MIROS:  It was risky to come out here in the late ’60s 
to set up a school.  At a time where the Catholic population 
wasn’t quite here yet, I think the decision to come out here 
to set up the school was risky. I wonder what other risky 
decisions have paid off? Maybe risk isn’t the right word, but 
rather faith-filled decisions - you trust that God’s going to 
somehow provide for you, you pray for the best, and I think 
that there is that element certainly in De Smet’s life.  

PATRICK JENNEWEIN, ASC:  My role here [in the ASC 
program]... I mean it’s like... ‘Let’s take a group of men and 
women who have never taught before just send them off to 
school and let’s see how they do.’  But then, if you look around 
at the faculty and staff at De Smet, half of them started where 
I was. That’s a huge aspect of who we are. It’s this initial faith, 
this initial risk that ends up paying off. I think that we do that 
very well.  We were talking about the (Insignis) presentations 
and the students who gave Powerpoints - it’s too safe. Where 
is the creativity? I think that’s something that we strive for and 
that we’re fairly successful at, making them go out and take 
risks.  I think that’s where the personal growth really happens 
and that’s getting back to what a Jesuit school really is.  

TREVOR BONAT:  What are the ways we can get our students 
experiencing travel, specifically regional travel? I mean, we 
think of travel as the Spain trip and things like that, but what 
are the ways that we can explore regional travel in a way that 
re-entrenches them in these sorts of experiences that De Smet 
experienced? Or with his letters - is there a possibility of our 
students doing an exercise where they read 10 letters and 

Pictured right: Peter 
Lenzini, Deacon Frank 
Olmsted, Fred Kramer

Pictured below: Ken 
Luecke, David Miros
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St. Louis University Oct: 12/66

Dear Henry & Dear Eugene,

I just learned, from your Dearest and Good 
Mother, that she was on the eve of paying 
you a visit at St. Mary’s of the Lake. She has 
the great kindness of taking charge of my 
little letter to you & bringing you my most 
affectionate regards.

Dear young Friends, I remember you daily 
at the Holy Altar of the Lord & pray that 
God may bless you & guard you in all 
your ways – Be faithful, fervent & zealous 
in the observance of all you Christian 
duties – choose your companions amongst the most pious & 
exemplary students – be assiduous & studious in the acquisition of learning 
– the blessings of the Lord will ever accompany you – you will always be 
happy in heart & mind, the friends of your worthy Professors – the joy & 
consolation of your worthy & Dear Father & Mother.

Should time allow you give me now & then some little news - & in your 
good prayers, remember,

Your godfather & old friend
P.J. De Smet S.J.

DE SMET JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL RECEIVES 
PRICELESS PIERRE DE SMET ARTIFACT

In November 2014, De Smet Jesuit received a once-in-a-lifetime 
donation – a handwritten letter from Fr. Pierre De Smet, S.J. 

Brothers Linton ‘75 and Deacon ‘77 Farrelly gifted the family 
heirloom to the school.

De Smet wrote this letter to the Farrellys’ great-great-grandfather 
and his brother in 1866, encouraging them to be people of faith. This 
original framed letter has been with a member of the Farrelly family 
ever since. A transcription of the letter is detailed below:

From the Desk of
Fr. Pierre De Smet, S.J.

draw conclusions, a sort of document-
based questioning exercise? There 
are all kinds of ways of using Father 
De Smet’s life and turning it into real, 
concrete programmatic experiences 
for our kids.  What is the role of relics 
in our classrooms?  Where is the 
physical Catholicism, the sacramental 
Catholicism in our classrooms?

DAVID MIROS:  As one example, 
take a map that De Smet drew, drawn 
in the 1840s. If you have a student 
who is interested in technology, a 
sort of geomapping can be done to 
test the accuracy of the map.  So here 
you have someone interacting with a 
19th century object using 21st century 
technology.  Examples like that draw 
seemingly different worlds together.

TREVOR BONAT:  With your map 
comment… [De Smet] seems to have 
just absolutely loved the outdoors, I 
mean, just through and through being 
outdoors, sleeping under the stars… 
it seems to have been very, very much 
a part of who he was. He had a clear 
affection for the outdoors.

DAVID MIROS:  The folks in Belgium 
are incredibly interested in the life of 
De Smet.  Three years ago, I had the 
wonderful opportunity of taking maps 
to a museum over there - we loaned 
them four maps.  In May of this year, 
two folks from the Catholic University 
in Leuven are coming to St. Louis to 
visit the archives in anticipation of 
another exhibition about De Smet. 
There’s great interest in De Smet and 
in Jesuits, and so I am anxious to learn 
more about what this exhibition is 
going to do. 

I just see [the exhibition] as a 
wonderful opportunity to deal with 
some of these real-life things, these 
readings and letters. A few years ago 
we digitized 50,000 pages of a journal, 
which are now available on our 
website. The journal ran from 1872 to 
1969, about all things Jesuit. It has all 
sorts of things in there about Jesuits, 
American culture, American ideas, 
European ideas, theology, philosophy, 
history… it is an indispensable 
historical resource.  I could see a 
classroom [using it], or a high school 
student, or a teacher inviting students 
to get into one of those years and 
say, ‘Find something in here that is 
interesting, that we are talking about 
now.’  If there is an online resource 
that you would like to see, we would 
see what we could do to make that 
happen. 

To read the full transcription of this 
discussion, please visit

https://www.desmet.org/
blackrobe-discussion.html
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MOM PROM 2015

spartaNsightiNgs

SILLY FACES    Spartan moms danced the night away with their sons during Mom Prom at NEO on Locust, Jan. 18. During the evening, party-
goers had the opportunity to take playful snapshots together in a photo booth. Pictured above, from left to right: Juanita Thompson and son Matthew ‘15; 
Danny Cochran ‘15 and mom Ann Marie; Conor LoPiccolo ‘15 and mom Ann; Angela Moore and son Matthew ‘15; Laura Hodapp and son Michael ‘15

ALUMNI ON CAMPUS
FAMILIAR FACES    Several alums returned to 
campus Jan. 8 to celebrate Fr. De Smet’s birthday Mass 
and to participate in the Alumni Mentorship Lunch. 

Pictured above, clockwise from left: Fr. Chris Seiler ‘06 
acted as celebrant at Mass; Denny Handley ’01 and Adam 
Bitter ’98 performed songs and hymns; Luke Nikolaisen ‘13, 
John McDonough ‘13, and Jeff Meyer ‘11 spoke to current 
students about life after De Smet Jesuit

FRESHMAN PARENT BBQ
NEW FACES    The De Smet Jesuit Men’s and Mothers’ Clubs welcomed 
new freshman parents to the community Aug. 8. Parents mingled, enjoyed 
barbeque, and ended the evening by watching their students participate in 
the Odyssey I Spartan Olympics.

Pictured below, clockwise from left: Kate Marnatti, Sheri Allgeier; Anne Abbenhaus, 
Joel House, Gina House; Pierre Benoist, Kathy Benoist; Principal Trevor Bonat and 
wife Stephanie Bonat, daughters Jane and Lucy; Marni Tuhro, Tracey Trembath, 
Brian Trembath, Adam Tuhro
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MOM PROM 2015

CHRISTMAS ON CAMPUS
CHEERFUL FACES    On Dec. 6, the De Smet Jesuit community celebrated the 14th annual Christmas on Campus. Through DSJ’s 
partnership with St. Matthew The Apostle Catholic Church in north St. Louis, DSJ hosted one hundred children eager to experience 
Christmas cheer. Students used festive decorations to transform the lobby and the second floor into a winter wonderland. Each guest was 
adopted by a Spartan student for the day, who took each child around to a variety of activity rooms. The day was capped off by a visit from 
Santa, who posed for photos with the kids as they received gifts from their Spartan buddies. Pictured above, clockwise from left: Alex Trunko ‘16 and 
buddy; Patrickson Jean ‘18 and buddies; Birju Patel ‘15, Chris Eisenbeis ‘15; Juan Contreras ‘17 and buddy; Daniel Trost ‘15 and buddy; Jack Gerbic ‘17 and buddy

PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP RECEPTION

FESTIVE FACES    
In recognition of their 
generosity to De Smet 
Jesuit, Fr. Wally Sidney 
invited Blackrobe 
donors to a holiday 
reception at Greenbriar 
Hills Country Club, 
Dec. 10. Over 100 
members of the Spartan 
community gathered 
together to celebrate the 
holidays in style. 

Pictured clockwise from 
left: Michelle Redel, Denise 
Klingler; Susie Lawlor, 
Karen Mohan, Judy Weber; 
Henry Autrey ‘71, Ken 
Luecke, Jim Baxendale ‘76; 
Tim Weber ‘82, Tim 
Barrett ‘76, Bob Steiner; 
Jim Normile, Christopher 
Redmond ‘85, Liz Redmond, 
Maureen Heitmann

spartaNsightiNgs
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CoopStrong. A motto used by senior Cooper 
Harrison representing taking the hits of life, 
staying humble and fighting through adversity.

At the age of seven, at Maryville University’s soccer 
camp, Cooper began to experience cramping in his 
thigh. It appeared to just be a pulled muscle, but what 
started off as a leg cramp turned into night sweats, 
fevers and chills that lasted for a week. No matter what 
the treatment was, the fever persisted.

Cooper was taken to St. Luke’s hospital where 
doctors began testing. After multiple blood tests, 
doctors were unable to determine what was wrong 
with him, and he was sent to Children’s Hospital to be 
tested again.

After a month passed, doctors told Cooper that he 
had leukemia.

“I was wondering if I was going to die, because 
I didn’t know what was going on, but it sounded 
really bad. And you’re just wondering ‘Is this how it’s 
going to end?’ ‘Am I going to die at the age of seven?’” 
Cooper said.

According to the Mayo Clinic, leukemia is a form of 
cancer that involves the body’s blood-forming tissues, 
including bone marrow and the lymphatic system. 
Leukemia creates abnormally functioning white blood 
cells, which are the body’s natural infection fighters.

Cooper began chemotherapy every two months 
and had to get his blood drawn every week. Treatment 
also included bone marrow biopsies. As chemotherapy 
progressed, he had to take a myriad of medications 
including multi-vitamins due to a lack of appetite.

A battle of will and survival also became a battle of 
wants versus needs.

When sitting in a hospital room, nurses brought 
out syringes with needles that were around four inches 
long. Cooper began to scream saying that he wanted to 
go home.

“And that’s when my mom told me ‘Cooper, if you 
go home you’re going to die.’ That was like a light bulb 
that went off in my head - it’s not really [about] what I 
want, it’s what I need, and I need to live,” Cooper said.

The fight against leukemia affected every aspect of 

Photo courtesy of the Mirror/Nick Mineo

COOPSTRONG
When the fight on the field turns 

into a fight for life off the field
BY NICK MINEO ‘15

spartaNsarouNdthehalls
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Each issue of the Odyssey features stories written 
by current students of De Smet Jesuit High School 
from school publications such as the Mirror and 

the Scrivener.

spartaNsarouNdthehallsspartaNsarouNdthehalls

his life, including one of his main loves.
“Sports were never the same for me,” Cooper said.
Cooper began to get winded very easily and was 

unable to participate in the sports he loved, basketball 
and baseball, as much as he used to. Due to the 
leukemia, he missed an entire season of baseball and 
most of the basketball season.

Basic everyday activities became too much for 
Cooper. He would become tired during the school day 
and would have to take naps just to regain enough 
energy to function during the day.

After five years of chemotherapy, Cooper received 
his last treatment in December of 2009 at the age of 12 
and was officially declared in remission.

Through his fight, Cooper now takes advantage of 
each opportunity he gets. Standing at 5’10″ and 190 lbs, 
he is a defensive back as well as captain of the varsity 
football team and plans to play in college. Drake 
University, University of Indianapolis and Benedictine 
College have all expressed interest in Cooper.

“The first thing that comes to mind is hard worker. 
He only knows one speed, and that’s as fast as he can 
go,” varsity football Head Coach Pat Mahoney said.

According to Coach Mahoney, Cooper’s hard work 
has propelled him to a higher level that has boosted his 
strength and speed.

“I play for kids who can’t play,” Cooper said. 
“There are a lot of kids who can’t play because of 
cancer or deadly diseases or whatever else challenges 
them…They should have a guy who can fight through 
it and play for them and give it back to them because 
they deserve it,” Cooper said.

Cooper became an Honored Hero, a person who 
gives not only inspiration and hope, but also raises 
money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. He 
also works with Team in Training, a marathon group 
that raises money for cancer.

“I will play every play like it’s my last, because 
I may have never gotten the opportunity to play the 
sport,” Cooper said.

Cooper receives checkups about every two years 
and is still in remission.  

Reprinted with the permission of the Mirror, 
October 25, 2014.

Model UN Heads to Chicago

The Model UN club traveled to Chicago to discuss 
international issues of today’s world with thousands of 

other high school students. The event ran from Feb 5-8.
Mr. Sean Cavanagh has been moderating the club for ten 

years; one of his favorite things about Model UN is watching 
the students interact with one other.

“The goal is dialogue... to come to some consensus about 
how we can move forward and resolve some aspects of [world 
conflicts]. Everyone is coming together in the spirit of unity and 
peace. There is a little bit of tension in the debate to make the 
world safer and more peaceful…I look forward to seeing [the 
students] enjoy themselves,” Mr. Cavanagh said.

Students attending this conference met several times over 
the school year to select the topics to confront. Each student 
wrote an essay on his respective topic to prepare for the 
discussions at the conference.

Senior Victor Haddock, who has been to the conference 
three times, worked on the topic of illegal trade of illicit small 
arms. His task was to investigate the most conventional way to 
stop or limit this illegal trade.

Senior Conrad Dorn, a first-year member of the club, worked 
on illicit small arms trade and how to stop the spill-over 
violence from the actions of people participating in the trade.

Each student who particpates is assigned two groups for 
discussions: a larger one and a smaller specialized committee. 
While they may discuss similar topics, the two groups have 
their differences. 

“[The smaller group] is much more personal and you have 
to contribute a lot more than you do with the bigger groups. 
In the committees we discuss our topics. There is a lot of 
debating,” Haddock said.

During discussions in the small committees, each delegate 
wrote a resolution on a notecard that summarized the 
discussion and outcome of the meeting. The committee then 
voted on each solution.

Haddock became interested in the conference because he 
enjoys discussing international politics, especially with people 
from other countries, so that he can see the issues from all 
points of view. He especially enjoyed travelling and being able 
to meet and talk to new people from different places.

“I talked to Victor about it, and wanted the opportunity to 
go to Chicago and do something I’ve never done before. [I look 
forward to] the experience and talking with other students, 
because I’ve never been to a big conference like this,” Dorn 
said.

Veteran Haddock and newcomer Dorn both appreciated 
being able to meet new people from different countries and 
discuss real world problems with their peers.   

Reprinted with the permission of the Mirror, 
February 26, 2015.

BY JOE CAFAZZA ‘16
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gametime

FOOTBALL
Coach Patrick Mahoney reflects on the 
2014 season: The past season, while 
disappointing in the wins and loss 
columns, provided many learning 
opportunities for our players. It 
would have been easy for the team 
to blame others for the failures on 
the field. However, they chose to 
stay together, work harder, and 
find the small successes that come 
in each game and practice. The 
relationships built in the struggle 
this season made the journey 
worth taking. Seeing the reaction 
of the team, even in the smallest 
of successes and their bonding 
even in the lopsided loss at the 
end of the year, made the season a 
real success. The younger players 
learned valuable lessons and gained 
experience that will lead to success 
next year; however, we will not lose 
sight of our true purpose, to grow as 
“Men for Others” who are positive 
influences in our community.

SOCCER
Members of the De Smet Jesuit 
soccer team, under the guidance 
of first-year head coach Josh Klein, 
found themselves in a season split 
into two. The first half was largely a 
learning experience—learning what 
formation to play, how to play in a 
formation together, getting everyone 

to buy in, scoring goals, and finding 
leadership on and off the field 
were just a few of the things that 
contributed to a challenging start to 
the year. But then came the second 
half. Beginning in late September, 
the varsity found its stride, winning 
nine of its last 11 regular-season 
games. A hard-fought tie to 
Chaminade midseason and big wins 
against SLUH and CBC at the end 
of the year led to a third-place finish 
in the MCC 
and a 13-10-2 
record overall. 
The coaching 
staff felt that 
it was these 
performances 
that defined this 
year’s team. At 
the fall banquet, 
coach Josh Klein 
said, “Many 
of us want to 
erase the district 
tournament from memory this 
year, and I get that, but we hope to 
use it as motivation for seasons to 
come. That’s what gets us excited 
for next year – the confidence that 
our returning players won’t let it 
happen again.”

CROSS COUNTRY
Coach Mike Russo reflects on the 
2014 season: The 2014 varsity cross 
country Spartans featured a mix 
of youth combined with veteran 

leadership; the varsity top seven 
included four sophomores and 
three seniors.  While this was one 
of the youngest varsity squads 
in our history, this team excelled 
as we finished in the top half at 
each of our invitationals with 
steady improvement throughout 
the season. Seniors Tyler Blechle, 
Nick Dolan and Matthew Moore 
provided strong leadership while 
sophomores Michael Ruiz del Arbol, 

Joe Reed, Tyler 
O’Connor, Nick 
Plassmeyer, 
Matt Woodford 
and Christian 
Weishaar gained 
valuable varsity 
experience that 
bodes well for 
the future. Our 
highlights 
included a 
second place 
finish in a field 

of 12 teams at the Fleet Feet Classic, 
a ninth place finish in a field of 24 
teams at the prestigious Hancock 
Invitational, and a second place 
showing at the 11-team Patriot 
Classic. The season concluded with 
the team’s sixth place finish in a 
highly competitive, 14-team district.  
Senior Tyler Blechle and sophomore 
Michael Ruiz del Arbol qualified as 
individuals for the Sectional Meet.   
Since the season’s end, the Spartans 
have been training consistently 

Winter and Spring 
Sports Recaps

2014-2015
Photo by Conrad Dorn ‘15

Photo by Adam Craig ‘16
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in preparation for a return to the 
Missouri State Championships 
in 2015. 

RACQUETBALL
Coach Ken Luecke reflects on the 
2014-15 season: The De Smet Jesuit 
varsity racquetball team finished its 
season at 6-4, winning six of the last 
seven matches. In the St. Louis High 
School League State Tournament 
the Spartans took fifth place, while 
the JV teams finished fourth in their 
divisions. Senior players for the 
varsity Spartans this year were Ray 
Sanchez, Andrew Marino, Peter 
Koetting, Andrew Jackson, Danny 
Cochran, Chris Eisenbeis, Luke 
Gordon, and the doubles team of 
Jack Morris and Jake Slade. Seven 
of our eleven players in the High 
School Nationals (held in St. Louis 
this year) captured medals and a 
15th place finish in the tournament! 
Congrats to the 40 members of the 
De Smet Jesuit racquetball program 
and to ASC volunteer Tim Wilmes, 
appointed an assistant coach for 
the year. The future looks bright 
for next year’s Spartan teams with 
juniors Jimmy 
Murphy, Alex Weber, 
and Danny Cirillo 
leading the way!

BASKETBALL
Coach Kevin Poelker 
reflects on the 2014-
15 season: The 
baskeball Spartans 
battled through 
a challenging 
but productive 
season. A young 
team, boasting no 
seniors on the roster 
(eight juniors, two 
sophomores, and one 
freshman), gained a lot of valuable 
experience while playing a difficult 
schedule. The Spartans made steady 
progress throughout the season, 

playing their 
best basketball 
in the season’s 
final weeks. 
Despite a great 
effort, the 
Spartans were 
eliminated in 
the district final 
by Hazelwood 
Central. The 
team is eager 
to get to work 
during the off season, and they 
look forward to capitalizing on the 
progress made this season.

HOCKEY
The varsity hockey team had a very 
successful season under first-year 
head coach and De Smet Jesuit alum 
Michael Berra, posting an overall 
record of 21-12-6. They won the 
Marquette Preseason Tournament 
and advanced to the Final Four 
for the 30th time in their 44-year 
history. The youngest team in all 
of Mid States provided the DSJ 
student body with many memorable 
moments and heart-wrenching 

games. They will 
graduate only four 
seniors this year and 
should be ranked 
among the State’s 
elite going into the 
2015-2016 campaign.

WRESTLING
Coach Colby Robinson 
reflects on the 2014-
15 wrestling season: 
We finished the 
season 2-7, placing 
fourth in the MCC. 
Every one of our 
freshmen picked up 
a win. We placed 

12th in Westminister, 12th in the 
Farmington Tournament, second in 
the Spartan Holiday Tournament, 
fifth in the Vianney Tournament, 

seventh in 
the Desoto 
Tournament, 
12th at Seckman, 
and 14th in the 
Regional. We 
have a combined 
team GPA of 
3.37. We started 
the year with 32 
wrestlers and 
finished with 
27. This year 

we restarted the Spartan Holiday 
Tournament versus SLUH, a 
successful event that brought many 
alumni back to campus.

SWIMMING
Assistant coach Lynn Maitz reflects 
on the 2014-15 season: The De Smet 
Jesuit swim team placed fourth 
in the MCC. Sam Davis qualified 
for State and represented De Smet 
Jesuit in the 50 and 100 freestyle 
events. The guys showed up to 
work hard and to support one 
another. They were able to achieve 
best times and developed deeper 
friendships throughout the season. 
The team wishes captains Sam 
Davis and Sean Oca well as they 
move on after graduation. Next 
year, Marc Schneier will remain a 
captain and will be joined by Doug 
Dolan and Joe Peetz.

Photo by Conrad Dorn ‘15

Photo by Conrad Dorn ‘15

Photo by Conrad Dorn ‘15



cura
personalis
How “care for the whole person” 
works at De Smet Jesuit

Pictured above: Faculty member Gene Bender works with junior Colin Muhr
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One guiding characteristic sums up the 
education and formation approaches at 
De Smet Jesuit High School, which enables the 

school to provide an outstanding education and four-
year experience for young men:  Cura personalis.  It’s 
a Latin term that means “care for the whole person,” 
and it’s a trait you’ll find in all Jesuit schools.

Not every student comes from the same 
background, or shares the same interests.  Not every 
student learns at the same pace, or through the same 
teaching methods.  By providing individualized 
attention and a balanced high school experience 
with an appropriate emphasis on academics, 
faith formation, service projects and co-curricular 
activities, De Smet Jesuit is uniquely qualified to 
deliver on the trait of cura personalis.

How is cura personalis present 
today at De Smet Jesuit? Examples 
include the Companeros program, 
under which freshmen are paired 
for the school year with a member 
of the senior class who can “show 
them the ropes.”  It’s the technology 
the school uses, from which 
students may email their teacher for 
clarification on an assignment or a 
concept they were taught that day. 
It’s face-to-face, one-on-one access to 
teachers for help before and after the 
school day.

Another way cura personalis 
is exhibited is with the school’s 
students who have a diagnosed learning 
disability (LD), as well as students who may need 
individualized attention for learning.

Addressing the LD spectrum
The National Center for Learning Disabilities, 

a non-profit organization that provides leadership, 
public awareness and grants to support research and 
innovative practices in learning disabilities, offers 
some interesting facts: LD is the largest category 
of students receiving special education services; 
about two-thirds of students identified with LD 
are male; and once the fastest growing category of 
special education – increasing more than 300 percent 
between 1976 and 2000 – the LD category has now 
declined by almost 2 percent annually since 2002.

De Smet Jesuit addressed the need for helping LD 
students by establishing the Learning Center within 
the school’s Guidance Department, which until 
that time had focused mostly on college guidance 
services. The Guidance Department is led by 
Counseling Department Chair Dave Boland.  

In 2006 then-principal Dr. Greg Densberger, who 
today serves as assistant to the president, set up the 

Learning Center.  “Some kids learn differently,” said 
Dr. Densberger. “But all students come to our school 
with unique gifts and talents.  Part of our job is to 
work individually with the students to help them 
discover those gifts and talents.”

Principal Trevor Bonat expounded: “One thing 
our students share is the fact that they’re college-
bound.  We open our doors to mission-appropriate 
students; young men who can thrive in our top-tier 
academic program, even with mild to moderate 
learning issues.”

In 2006 the Learning Center took another 
step in the cura personalis mission by hiring Linda 
Doherty to the newly-created, full-time position of 
learning consultant.  Ms. Doherty brought with her 
experiences from working in similar roles at the 

Special School District of St. Louis 
County, Lindbergh High School 
and Parkway West High School.

Ms. Doherty’s work is focused 
on working with students, families 
and teachers to ensure each 
student with needs is receiving 
all of the benefits of the De Smet 
Jesuit high school experience, 
especially the top-tier academics 
and being prepared for college.

“We have a spectrum of 
mild to moderate student issues, 
including LD, depression, autism 
and ADHD,” said Ms. Doherty.  
“We collaborate with the St. 

Louis Special School District to create individualized 
education plans (IEPs) for these students, and I 
work with teachers to see that students get the 
necessary accommodations.  This may be more time 
to take a test, how a test is issued (written or oral), 
or where they sit in a classroom. Many of these 
accommodations are already built in because we have 
great teachers at De Smet Jesuit.  For example, most 
of them already use multisensory in teaching.”

After the regular school day, Ms. Doherty’s doors 
are open for a variety of individual needs.  It may 
be dispensing prescribed meds for some students, 
or working one-on-one with students who are 
encountering a challenge.

A mission to help all students
One-on-one help is available to all students, not 

just those with a diagnosis.  Dr. Donna Noonan, 
Mary Riney and Bob Steiner, counselors in the 
Guidance Department, work closely with students 
who have been referred to the department by 
teachers.  These students are not diagnosed as LD, 
but have challenges in the classroom that prevent 
them from achieving their full academic potential.  

“

”

Leaving 
middle school 
undiagnosed, 
these students 

would likely not 
have access to 
these services 
at their public 
high school.

- Dr. Donna Noonan
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“We work weekly with very 
bright students who just 
learn differently,” said Dr. 
Noonan.  “For example, I have 
a student who thinks very 
literally, so it may be having a 
conversation about a specific 
writing assignment before he 
begins writing.”

This service sets De Smet 
Jesuit apart from other high 
schools.  “Leaving middle 
school undiagnosed, these 
students would likely not have 
access to these services at their public high school,” 
said Dr. Noonan.

More than the Learning Center
The Learning Center is one part of the cura 

personalis infrastructure at De Smet Jesuit.  Other 
ongoing practices and programs, some of which 
predate the Learning Center, include:

Jump Start: This summertime program is 
designed for a select group of incoming freshmen 
who can benefit from refresher learning, team 
building and acclimation to the classroom technology 
before regular classes begin in the fall.  Led by Dr. 
Donna Noonan, Jump Start has evolved since it began 
about nine years ago, recently adding mathematics 
and English coursework, as well as summer reading.

Hybrid block schedule/activity period: Classes 
at De Smet Jesuit are run on a hybrid block schedule, 
which means the classes and their length will vary.  
The longer 90-minute classes a couple of times a 
week allow for labs or special projects, but also for 
what are called “activity periods.”  It’s during the 
activity periods that most teachers have office hours, 
so to speak, when they are available to help students 
one-on-one with assignments or concepts that are 
presenting a challenge to the student.  Activity 
periods are also a chance for downtime, critical to 
allow students to recharge for what’s ahead in their 
day or week.

Care Team: Students who may be having 
personal issues, such as trouble at home or 
depression, will typically exhibit changes in behavior 
during the school day.  Their friends at school, 
including teachers, are often the first people to 
witness changes in behavior, and as such, offer a 
critical means to early intervention. The Care Team 
takes such referrals from students and teachers, and 
interviews others who are in contact with the student 
to learn their observations.  From that information 
the Care Team determines the appropriate course of 
action. The Care Team comprises all DSJ counselors, 
Director of Student Services Ken Leucke, and is led 
by case manager Dr. Donna Noonan.

National Honor Society as tutors: Since 1921 
the National Honor Society (NHS) “serves to honor 
those students who have demonstrated excellence 
in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service, and 
character.”  NHS members at De Smet Jesuit are 
juniors and seniors who maintain a 3.7+ GPA, but 
they also embrace the school’s commitment to service.  
DSJ freshmen and sophomores who need help with 
math, English composition and foreign language can 
get tutoring from fellow Spartans in NHS during 
30-minute sessions, twice a week.  De Smet Jesuit NHS 
members also volunteer their time at Loyola Academy 
in St. Louis, helping middle school students with 
school work.

“Cura personalis is one of our core strengths at 
De Smet Jesuit,” said Principal Trevor Bonat. “I see 
cura personalis in the engagement that the teachers have 
here with the students – not just in the classrooms, 
but in the hallways between classes and after school, 
during activities, and most evidently, during times of 
difficulty. I am proud this Ignatian concept has affected 
our formal programming in such a profound way.” 

Pictured left: Dr. Donna Noonan
Pictured below: Ms. Linda Doherty
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Rich Grawer typifies 
humble Missouri Hall of 
Fame selections
BY JOSEPH KENNY, St. Louis Review

The coach whose basketball teams set records at De Smet 
Jesuit High School and St. Louis University is in awe of 

those who have gone before him.
“As a youth growing up in St. Louis, my heroes were 

(Stan) Musial and (Red) Schoendienst in baseball and Bob 
Pettit and Cliff Hagan in basketball. I never did get to meet 
them, but at least I’ll be in the same building with them now 
in Springfield,” Rich Grawer said at a press conference Oct. 2 
at Mercy Hospital in Creve Coeur.

Grawer is among 13 St. Louis area sports figures and 
two American Legion baseball teams to be inducted in 
the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. They will be inducted 
in ceremonies that start at 5 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 6, at the 
St. Charles Convention Center in St. Charles. Mercy is the 
sponsor of the event.

Grawer led the De Smet basketball program to three state 
titles in the 1970s and set a record for consecutive wins among 
large schools in the state with 63. Later, as head coach of St. 
Louis U., he had a streak of six consecutive winning seasons, 
culminating with a then-school record of 27 wins in 1988-89.

In recent years, Grawer, who has six children and 19 
grandchildren, has held basketball clinics for youth and youth 
coaches. He noted that he appreciated the coaches who have 
worked with his children and grandchildren. He sees young 
athletes as eager to listen and learn and appreciative of advice.

His Catholic faith plays into that role, he said, because 
“when you have a deep faith in God, you know every human 
being has worth and dignity.”

Sports are important because young people have so many 

distractions to pull them away from following the right path, 
he said.

Other inductees also have ties to Catholic institutions, 
including Maureen McVey, soccer coach at St. Joseph’s 
Academy, whose teams have won five state titles and reached 
12 Final Four appearances. Neil Rackers, a graduate of 
Aquinas-Mercy High School in St. Louis, was a kicker for the 
Cincinnati Bengals, Arizona Cardinals and Houston Texans 
from 2000-2011, holding the record for most field goals of 50 
or more yards in a game with three. He now can be heard 
locally on ESPN Radio (101.1 FM) and is the special teams and 
linebackers coach at John Burroughs High School.

Greg Marecek, who has been involved with broadcasting, 
sports writing, station ownership and more, will receive the 
President’s Award for his contributions to the Missouri Hall 
of Fame. Pat Anthony will receive the Special Achievement 
Award for her dedication to the late Stan and Lil Musial. She 
was his liaison to the St. Louis Cardinals and the public with 
Stan The Man, Inc.

A member of St. Joseph Parish in Manchester, Anthony 
described the former Cardinals baseball great, a fellow 
Catholic, as a man whose faith was foremost. She said he 
never said anything bad about anyone and discouraged others 
from reflecting poorly on another.

His humility came through as well, she said, telling of a 
time when he was invited to the White House to meet with 
the president. Musial tried to make reservations at several 
hotels in Washington, D.C., and became discouraged after 
learning that they had no vacancies. Anthony told him she 
would try to find a vacancy. Of course, once she mentioned his 
name, a room was available.

Musial never told any of the hotels who he was or why he 
was calling. He always saw himself as just an ordinary guy. 
The other inductees are Pete Weber, Ernie McMillan, Rick 
Horton, Jim Holtgrieve, the Plager brothers, Kelly Chase, 
Nancy Fahey, Gerry Davis, Ron Holtman and Bob Lesslie. 

Reprinted with the permission of the St. Louis Review, October 8, 2014.

Faithful Fan

Coach Rich Grawer (center), pictured with
Gary Clark ‘74 (left) and Jim Kennedy ‘73, Aug. 30, 2013.
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alumNiCoNNeCtioNs

At De Smet Jesuit we develop “Men for Others”; men who will use their education, 
religious formation and community service experiences from high school to lead a 
life of serving their fellow man.  Yet for all of the stories we learn of alums who illustrate 
this characteristic, we have just as many stories of “Women for Others” in the De Smet 
Jesuit community. This is one such story. De Smet Jesuit alumnus Michael Tambone ‘14 
and alumni mom Frances Schmitz were recently featured in a story on 90.9 WBUR, 
Boston’s NPR station, as part of their “Kind World” series, sharing stories of kindness and 
the profound effect it can have on our lives. The following is a transcript of that story, as 
reported by Zachary Ezor of WBUR.

Michael Tambone, left, with Frances and Vincent Schmitz at the 2013 Mother/Son Mass. (Courtesy of Frances Schmitz/90.9 WBUR)

A STORY ABOUT AWoman for Others
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MICHAEL TAMBONE: In the 
eighth grade, my mom passed away. 
My friends’ moms tell me she liked 
to brag about me a lot. When she 
passed away, I had to move in with 
my dad. I love him to death, but 
sometimes he’s kind of hard to talk 
to. He’d just, like, look at us, and 
start tearing up, and say, “I can’t 
believe this happened.” I was not 
always comfortable talking about it, 
so I would just kind of sit alone and 
think about it by myself. 

FRANCES SCHMITZ: Michael is 
a friend of my son, Vincent. When 
you lose your mom — at what was 
the end of his eighth-grade year — 
you have to do a lot of growing up. 
Those are also the very years that, 
on one hand, kids are always angry 
at their parents, and on the other 
hand, they’re constantly leaning on 
you and going to you. They need 
you. And Michael, like any other 
young man at that point in time, 
needs his mom.

TAMBONE: I went to an all-boys 
Jesuit high school, [De Smet Jesuit]. 
Every year, my school would hold 
a mother/son Mass and breakfast. 
We would go there early, dress up 
really nice, go do Mass, and then 
right afterwards we’d all meet in the 
lunch room for breakfast. Everyone 
else was going to that, and, if my 
mom was here, I would definitely 
go to that, too. So I just skipped it 
the first couple years.

SCHMITZ: The whole point with 
the mother/son breakfast: they make 
everything about the relationship 
of a mother and a son, and the kind 
of love and trust that goes with 
that. Junior year, my son and I were 
going once again. I had noticed that 
Michael hadn’t been to any of them, 
and Vincent was giving me the list 
of all the people who were going 
to be there. And I said, “Is Michael 
going to be there?” And Vincent 
said, “No, mom. But he should be.”

TAMBONE: I remember she called me, 
and she was saying, if it wouldn’t be 
too strange, or too sad, she would love 
to take me to the mother/son Mass and 
breakfast. I jumped on the idea. I got 
ready, dressed in a coat and tie, and she 
picked me up from my house.

SCHMITZ: During the whole day — 
the mass and breakfast and the fun and 
games that came afterwards — there 
was never a moment where he looked 
around and felt sorry for himself for not 
having Tracy with him (his mom). He 
just held himself with a real dignity.

TAMBONE: They just talked about, in 
the homily, more about how much you 
should appreciate your mothers. Just 
how you should be grateful for them 
and what they do.

SCHMITZ: At the end, each of the boys 
was supposed to pull a rose out of the 
centerpieces and give them to their 
mother, and both Michael and Vincent 
handed me a rose. I then whispered 
to Vincent, “Go around and get me a 
bouquet of flowers and meet me in the 
kitchen.” We headed into the kitchen 
while everyone was getting coats and 
bags and things, and we put together 
a bouquet, and just very quietly got in 
the car with it — I’m sure Michael just 
thought I liked roses. And as we were 
driving home, I said, “Let’s go see your 
mom.”

And so we drove to the cemetery. 
He was very quiet, kind of shocked. 

Vincent grabbed the bouquet of 
roses and handed them to Michael, 
and said, “This is for your mom.” 
And we walked over to the grave, 
and we all spent time with her. And 
then Vincent and I stepped back to 
let Michael have some time with his 
mom. And that’s it.

TAMBONE: People would 
always give their condolences and 
everything. But she took a proactive 
approach to basically be a second 
mother to me, and it just meant a lot 
to me. More than any other act that 
anyone has done before then.

SCHMITZ: I never met his mother, 
but I feel I know her. Because to 
know the child is to know the 
mother. And she must have been a 
very loving, caring woman, to raise 
the children that she did.

TAMBONE: I actually call her every 
Mother’s Day. I would say, “thank 
you so much, I love you, you’re 
amazing.”

SCHMITZ: When someone feels 
comfortable joining in as part of 
your family, for me that is an honor 
and a privilege. And I will forever 
be grateful to Michael, for giving me 
that honor and being someone who 
will always be a part of my heart. 

Kind World is series produced by 
WBUR, Boston’s NPR News Station, 
sharing stories of kindness and the 

profound effect it can have on our lives. 
You can listen to the audio of Michael 

and Frances’s story at
www.wbur.org/kindworld.

Transcript reprinted with the 
permission of 90.9 WBUR - Boston,

November 21, 2014.

“

”

I never met his mother, 
but I feel I know her. 
Because to know the 
child is to know the 

mother. And she must 
have been a very 

loving, caring woman, 
to raise the children 

that she did.
- Frances Schmitz
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HOSTS ANNUAL
EASTER EGG HUNT MAR. 29

What do you get when you combine cute kiddos, the Easter Bunny, and 
great spring weather? It must be an Easter egg hunt! Hundreds of 

DSJ alumni brought their families to campus Mar. 29 for the annual Palm 
Sunday Mass and Easter Egg Hunt on Suntrup Field. After celebrating 
Mass in the gym, hundreds of kids in their Easter best collected nearly 
3,000 eggs that were scatted by current junior students. Following the egg 
hunt, everyone made their way to the cafeteria for donuts, a photo with 
the Easter Bunny (who made a special appearance just for the event), and 
a visit to the face-painting station. The Alumni Association raffled off 10 
large Easter baskets, and the children got to take home tons of De Smet 
Jesuit swag, including t-shirts and drawstring bags!  #cuties

#precious

#adorable#swagger

#handsome

#bunnylove #darling

#sweeties

alumNiCoNNeCtioNs

The Hunt is On!
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ClassNotes

1970s
The Mizzou Alumni 
Association awarded 
Walter L. Pfeffer II ’73 
the 2014 Geyer Public 
Servce award in January. 
Wally served as the chair 
of the Mizzou Legislative 
Network Committee (MLN) from 2009-2013 
and continues to serve as a member of the 
committee. During his time as chair, Pfeffer 
testified before House and Senate committees 
on equalizing state funded scholarships, the 
50/50 capital matching legislation, legislation to 
create citizen-approved consolidated extension 
districts, and higher education funding.

George Bardenheier ’76 is living in Chicago 
and running a digital marketing agency, Notch 
Interactive. Notch Interactive helps businesses 
in Chicago and St. Louis grow their profits 
through online marketing strategies. His son, 
George III, is a senior at George Washington 
University and his daughter is a freshman at 
Indiana University.

Deacon Farrelly ’77 is the new Executive 
Director of Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis.

1980s
Dan Krupp ’80 was named President of 
Universal Air Filter Company in February 2015.  
UAF manufactures thermal management 
components used in high-performance 
computing and electronics equipment.  Dan and 
his wife Susan have two daughters and live in 
Manchester, MO.

Bill Mueller ‘89 was hired by the St. Louis 
Cardinals as the assistant hitting coach last 
fall. Winner of the AL batting title in 2003 and a 
World Series champion with the 2004 Boston 
Red Sox, Bill has returned home to assist hitting 
coach (and current parent) John Mabry with the 
Cardinals’ offense this summer.

1990s
Steve Mueller ’97 is married to Jessi Mueller, 
and has one son, Blake, age 5, and one 
daughter, Kate, age 2.

Favazza & Associates named Mike 
Favazza, Jr. ‘97, CPA, a new partner in 
October 2014. Prior to this, Mike was with a 
larger St. Louis-based public accounting firm, 
where he developed a diverse background 
in tax and audit/assurance services. His tax 
experience includes corporations, partnerships 
and individuals.

2000s
John Gloss ’07 recently completed a 
graduate degree in medical physics and is 
now a physicist in the Department of Radiation 
Oncology at the University of Arizona.

Chris Miller ’08 is now a CPA/tax accountant 
with Price/Waterhouse Coopers in St. Louis.

Bryan Hebron ’08 was recently hired by the 
Moneta group. He is very excited to move 
into financial services. Billy Hebron ’08 has 
transferred to the corporate office at Enterprise 
as a manager in accounts receivable.

Geoff Miller ’09 is in trade support, a finance 
position with Stifel, in downtown St. Louis.

Jon Miller ’09 has relocated to Pittsburgh, 
PA. He is currently in a management trainee 
program with the Heinz Corporation.

Scott Peetz ‘14 recently received a scholarship 
awarded by the Mizzou Alumni Association 
(MAA). Scott earned the scholarship through 
his academic achievement and leadership in 
extracurricular activities. Scott is a freshman at 
MU studying business finance and psychology.

Marriages
William Gilmore ’78 to Charles Mann, on 
October 14, 2013

Sean Kelly ’89 to Anne Bogale, on 
May 30, 2014

Matthew Twedt ‘02 to Rachel Hoeynck, on 
September 20, 2014; Alumni in Matthew’s 
wedding party were Stephen Eschmann ‘02, 
Shelly Adcock ‘02, Patrick Fitzgerald ‘02, 
and Jonathon Huelskoetter ‘02

Camden Civello ’06 to Jesse Evans, on 
July 5, 2014 (photo below)

Andy Bauer ’06 to Ashley Thompson, on 
March 13, 2015

Little Spartans
Jack Howard Pfotenhauer to Katie and Brian 
Pfotenhauer ’97, on September 27, 2014

Patrick James Wessel to Susan and 
Daniel Wessel ’98, on April 7, 2015

August Thomas Reichardt to Stephanie and 
Brian Reichardt ‘00, on November 14, 2014 

Warren William Boeckmann to Lindsey and 
Josh Boeckman ‘05, on November 5, 2014 

Vivien Robben Welling to Cynthia and Chris 
Welling, faculty member, on January 28, 2015

To share your news with the De Smet Jesuit Community, 
please email koconnor@desmet.org.

Clockwise, from left: 
Warren Boeckmann, 
August Reichardt, 
Vivien Welling, 
Jesse and Camden 
Civello ‘06
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In Memoriam
Notifications Through

April 28, 2015

This listing includes notifications of the 
passing of immediate family members of 

De Smet Jesuit alumni, current students, 
staff and faculty through April 28, 2015. If 
we have missed someone, please notify the 
Alumni Office at alumni@desmet.org or

call 314.567.3500.

Robert 
Thompson ’77

Richard
Freschi ’72

Albert
Hitt III ’71

Robert 
Christman III ’13

Edwin 
Brown, Jr. ’93

Glen
del Rosario ‘82
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Arthur Babler, father of Matt Babler ’76 and 
Drew Babler ’78

Helen Bergkamp, grandmother of Tim Andrus ’15

Edwin A. Brown, Jr. ’93

Robert “Bobby” Christman III ’13

James W. Byrne, father of James W. Byrne, Jr. ’86 and 
Timothy C. Byrne ’01

Richard Compton, grandfather of Josh Compton ’16

James Crenshaw, grandfather of James Crenshaw ’16

Glen del Rosario ’82

W. James Enghauser, father of David Enghauser ’81 
and John Enghauser ’82

Richard Federer, grandfather of Will Carter ’17

Tirzah Federer, grandmother of Will Carter ’17

Richard Freschi ’72

Herbert Higgins, grandfather of Ryan Higgins ’15 
and Brendan Higgins ’18

Albert Jackson “Jack” Hitt III ’71

George Karleskint, father of Robert Karleskint ’71

William Kelly, father of Sean Kelly ’89

Mary Lee, great-grandmother of Mekhi Lee ’17

Owen J. Lloyd, grandfather of Douglas Kinkenon ’06 
and Neal Kinkenon ’07

Regina Meyerhoff, grandmother of 
David Meyerhoff ’17

Linda Moore, grandmother of Christopher Moore ’15

Raymond Page, grandfather of Justin Thuro ‘18

Edsel Pfenninger, grandfather of Luke Gordon ’15 
and Adam Gordon ’16

Margaret Salamie, grandmother of Ralph Skitt ’16

Jane Ann Schultz, mother of Michael Schultz ’72; 
grandmother of James Lyons ’94, Joseph Lyons ’96, 
Paul Lyons ’01, and R. Louis St. Clair ’07

Johnny Severtsen, nephew of Sr. Blanche Marschner, 
SSND; brother of Andrew Severtsen ’07

Bob Sinclair, grandfather of Matt Edwards ’16 and 
Will Edwards ’18

Jerry Nottebrok, grandfather of Tim Abbenhaus ’18

Robert Thompson ’77

Donald Wahle, father of John Wahle ‘79, 
William Wahle ‘82, Mark Wahle ‘88, and Andrew 
Wahle ‘90; grandfather of Matthew Wahle ’16 and 
Kevin Wahle ’18

Calvin Woods, grandfather of Eric Vails ’16

GERALD P. BONE, 
FIRST PRINCIPAL 
OF DE SMET JESUIT, 
DIES AT 83
After his tenure at De Smet Jesuit, 
he remained in education for 
28 years

Gerald Patrick Bone died in Kansas City, Mo., on Apr. 28 of heart 
failure; he was 83 years old.  He was born in St. Louis on July 15, 1931, 

to James Joseph and Estelle Wilomena (Suttmoeller) Bone.

He was preceded in death by his brother, John James Bone, of Red Lodge, 
Mont.  He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Nancy Elizabeth (Lester), 
and by two nieces (Mickey Moret of Bozeman, Mont., and Kelly Miner of 
Red Lodge, Mont.), one nephew (Patrick Bone of Red Lodge, Mont.), and 
several great-nieces and nephews.  
 
He attended St. Cronan’s Parish school and McBride High School in St. 
Louis before joining the Society of Jesus in 1949.  As a Jesuit scholastic, he 
taught at Chaplain Kapaun Memorial High School in Wichita, Kan., from 
1956 to 1959.  After completing his training and being ordained in 1962, he 
served as assistant novice master at St. Stanislaus Seminary in Florissant; 
assistant academic principal at St. Louis University High School in St. 
Louis; and first principal of De Smet Jesuit High School during the 1968-69 
school year.

He left the Jesuits in 1969 and moved to Maryland where he taught 
psychology at Anne Arundel Community College near Annapolis, Md. 
for five years.  He subsequently moved to Virginia and taught both 
psychology and philosophy at Northern Virginia Community College.  He 
retired from full-time teaching in 1996.  

He and his wife lived in Reston, Va., from 1972 until 1997 when they 
moved to Canberra, Australia, for two years.  They retired to Kansas City, 
Mo., in January 2000. 

His remains were donated to Saint Louis University School of Medicine.  
Donations in his memory can be made to Jesuits USA Central & Southern 
Province, 4511 West Pine Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108-2191; Call to Action, 
2135 W. Roscoe #1N, Chicago, IL 69618; or Missourians for Alternatives 
to the Death Penalty (MADP), 6320 Brookside Plaza, Suite 185, 
Kansas City, MO 64113.  
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lastword

ENGLISH TEACHER  NICK DRESSLER ‘02

We recently sat down with faculty member Nick Dresser 
to learn a little more about him, picking his brain about 

everything from English literature to the best place to find 
hot dog in Chicago. A lifelong Spartan, he first came here 
as a student, transitioned to the Alumni Service Corps, and 
eventually became a teacher.

You’re the son of Mr. Mike Dressler, Assistant Principal 
at DSJ. What’s it like working in the same place as 
your dad?

I remember the night before my first day as a De Smet Jesuit 
freshman, my dad, wanting to enforce a boundary between 
our filial and soon-to-be academic relationships, told me that I 
should avoid calling him “Dad” while we were at school.  It was 
“Dad” at home, “Dad” in the car on the way to school, “Dad” 
in the parking lot.  But once we entered the lobby, it was “Mr. 
Dressler.”  It was a good rule, a rule 
that I agreed with, and it certainly 
saved us from a lot of awkward 
situations.  Could you imagine?

“Son, your shirt’s untucked.”
“Sorry, Dad…”
When I returned as a teacher, I 

thought I’d have a little fun with 
this.  I went up to him at the end-
of-summer faculty retreat and 
joked, “Hey, Mike.  How’s the wife?”—my mom, 
obviously—“I can’t call you dad while we’re at De Smet Jesuit, 
remember?”  He did.  We still laugh about that one.  I’ve always 
had a great relationship with my dad.  I always have fun with 
him.  But on top of that, he’s the kindest person I’ve ever known, 

so I’ve been lucky to be his son.  It’s been my pleasure to spend 
some extra time with him as a student and as a teacher here.

How did you wind up back at De Smet Jesuit?
I attended Loyola-Chicago for my undergraduate studies 

and, upon graduation, I had a tough decision to make: apply 
for the ASC program and work for a year at a Midwestern Jesuit 
High School, or volunteer-teach through a similar program in 
the Chicago public school system.  I didn’t know what to do 
exactly.  I’ve always considered St. Louis home, but I’d been in 
Chicago for the previous four years—I’d grown up there, really.  
All my friends lived in Chicago.  My adult identity, maybe, 
was there.  As I mulled it over, Doc Berger gave me a call out of 
nowhere.  I didn’t even know he had my number.  He said this: 
“Boy, you’re going to apply for ASC.  It’s where you belong.”  
End of conversation.  It’s impossible to say “no” to that.  How 
can you say “no” to Doc Berger?  So I applied.  I met with Mike 
Callahan, Dr. Densberger, and Carl Evola and then it was off 
to Boot Camp.  Clearly the right choice.  As a De Smet Jesuit 
student, I heard teachers mention how De Smet Jesuit didn’t 
feel like a job, how they never begrudged waking up to come to 
school.  Well, you can add my name to that list, because I feel the 
same way.  I’m fortunate to be a part of this school.

As an English teacher – what is one novel typically read in 
high school that we should revisit as adults?

I’d have to say Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad, because 
I think it’s our most misunderstood novel.  For one, it features a 
cloudy, time-shifting first-person reminiscent narrative; so it’s a 
confusing story, especially when you compare it to thematically 
similar stories—Lord of the Flies, for instance.  Secondly, it 
conveys an ambiguous message.  The high school reader, in my 

A few questions for...

Mr. Nick Dressler with students in his classroom, April 2015
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experience, likes his themes, symbols, and conflicts 
cut-and-dry, but Heart of Darkness constantly and 
purposely obfuscates its own implications.  High 
school students usually find it inaccessible and 
give up on it in the early going—I know I did.  But 
adults recognize this same fogginess as reality and 
take more away from the story as a result.  Heart 
of Darkness asks us to question our motives, our 
convictions, and it drives us toward introspection.  
I’m glad I eventually decided to give it the time 
of day.

How has De Smet Jesuit changed since you went to school 
here and graduated in 2002?

The soul of the school hasn’t changed at all—we’ve always been 
about helping the individual discover himself, we’ve always strived 
to help the student become who he is, so to speak.  The emphasis 
on technology, though, has rendered this process more dynamic 
and efficient.  In the past, if we asked a student to demonstrate or 
creatively appropriate a concept or skill, it was akin to asking an 
artist to paint a masterpiece using only blue.  The technology, to 
continue the analogy, brings the other primary colors to the table—
and maybe it brings the canvas, too. When I attended De Smet, it 
was listen to the lecture, take notes, memorize the notes, and then 
reiterate the ideas on an essay or test.  The current De Smet student, 
however, can create original demonstrations and projects in addition 
to the traditional assessments no matter who he is, no matter what 
he wants to become.  So we still do what we’ve always done, but the 
introduction of the technology has, in my opinion, streamlined the 
endeavor.  Ironically, this technology—this one-to-one platform—
has helped us to locate, to emphasize, and to communicate more 
accurately that which makes us human, that which makes us 
individuals.  I’d love to be a De Smet Jesuit student in 2015.

What’s the best thing about teaching at DSJ?
My favorite part about teaching at De Smet Jesuit is its 

atmosphere of creativity and collaboration.  It’s great: we are 
encouraged do something different in class every day; we 
are encouraged to try new things.  Any time I’ve talked to an 
administrator or teacher about an activity or project I’d like to 
attempt, the answer is, “Sure, what can I do to help?” or “What 
resources do you need?” or “Another teacher is doing this already, 
you should observe her,” or even “I don’t think that will work, what 
about this?”  The skills we practice in class, those stay the same, but 
we have to change each day how we approach practicing these skills. 
The culture at De Smet Jesuit makes this possible.

As a basketball coach – Zone or man-to-man? How do you 
teach a right-hander to go left? 

Zone?  What’s a Zone?  Man-to-man all the way.  
By the end of the season, a coach would probably 
rather have better players than better plays and, on 
the defensive end, to me, this means playing man-
to-man.  It might prove a little harder to teach, and 
I’m not sure I’m always very good at teaching it, 
but it’s beautiful when done well.  Sure, good man-
to-man defense incorporates some zone principles, 
but at the end of the day there are no gimmicks and 
nowhere to hide: you have to be better and smarter 
than your counterpart.  Some great coaches—
superior coaches—swear by zones, but I’m De 
Smet Jesuit basketball through-and-through, which 
means man-to-man defense and motion offense.  As far as teaching 
a right-hander to go left: my friends and I used to eat, drink, throw 
a baseball, write—everything with our left hands hoping to gain 
dexterity, hoping for a shortcut, really.  There are no shortcuts, we 
found out.  Just like any other skill: you have to practice!

When you’re not on campus, where can we find you?
I have two small children at home; I spend almost all of 

my time with them.  I used to have a lot of hobbies—I used 
to collect hobbies as a hobby, so the joke went.  Now, with 
kids, my interests include toy train tracks and imaginary tea 
parties.  I love it.  As the kids get older, I plan on adopting 
some of their interests and developing new hobbies 
that way.

What was the last concert you attended?
I did see Washed Out at Loufest this year, but before 

that it was Radiohead, Rage Against the Machine, 
and The Black Keys at Lollapalooza way back in 
2008.  I don’t attend many concerts anymore—
unless you count as a concert a perpetual 
symphony of Thomas the Tank Engine theme 
music.  It plays in my sleep.  I mean it.  I 
sometimes catch myself humming the Thomas 
song on my way to class. 

Favorite place you’ve travelled?
There’s this thing people have made up recently called 

a “babymoon.”  A babymoon is like a honeymoon that you 
take before the birth of your first child—a final weekend or 
so of unregulated freedom before taking charge of another 
human life.  We took a babymoon to Kennebunkport, Maine, 
which was quite a trip.  My wife and I really appreciated 
our time there.  We stayed at a bed-and-breakfast and 
walked wherever the sea-breeze took us, which, looking 
back at it, ended almost every time with Ben & Jerry’s—so 
you can see why we liked it there.  Also stateside, I’ve 
enjoyed two separate junkets to New York City—notably 
Washington Square Park and Yankee Stadium.  Outside of 
the country, I chaperoned a student trip to Belize City, a 
beautiful place, and my wife and I honeymooned in Mexico.  
I can’t believe I haven’t been to Europe yet.  We have this 
tenuous London-Paris vacation planned for “five-years from 
now,” but the time never counts down.  Three years ago, it 
was “five-years from now” and next year it will probably 
stay the same.  Nonetheless, I’ve been teaching myself 
French just in case, five years from now, we actually travel 
to the City of Light!

What do you miss about living in Chicago? Where’s 
the best place to get a Chicago dog?

Living in Chicago as a massive Cardinals fan is an 
interesting experience—one that I miss.  Seeing Cards/Cubs 

at Wrigley on a Tuesday night just because it’s 
down the street—that was a nice perk, especially 
since I attended during the early 2000s and we 
almost always won.  I also miss the “L.”  We rode 
free as students.  Chicago has a lot going for it, —
some great architecture, some great history—but 
so has St. Louis.  The “L,” though: what a luxury.  
The city became so accessible simply because I 
could get to my destination quickly and without 
a car.  With regard to the Chicago dog: There are 
some more popular places, Goldcoast Dogs being 
one, but I prefer Clark Dog.  There’s not much 

I’d change about St. Louis, but I’d like Clark Dog 
expand to Ballwin, I’ll tell you that much.  
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