
SUMMER CAMPS AT 
DE SMET JESUIT
•	 STREAMS	Camp	(STEM-Plus	Academic	Camp)
•	 Athletic	Camps

Fun, learning and friendship for rising 5th through 8th grade 
boys this summer, including our new STREAMS Academic Camp 

featuring STEM curriculum, plus Resources, Arts and Sports



S T REAMS
Summer 
Camp
2016

at
STREAMS Summer Camp at De Smet Jesuit 
High School is a great new way for rising 
6th, 7th and 8th grade boys to learn and 
have fun this summer. This four-week day 
camp combines learning experiences in 
the important subjects of STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) with 
Resources, Arts and Sports.

There’s something exciting happening every 
day at STREAMS, including time to make 
new friends, to travel off campus for field 



Visit desmet.org/summercamps
to learn more about offerings and 

schedules.

For additional information,
contact Tom Sothers, 

Director of Summer Programs, at 
314.567.3500 or 

tsothers@desmet.org.

trips in our school’s 
new transportation 
shuttles, and to play 
a variety of sports 
where the emphasis 
is more on fun than 
competition. All 
classes are taught by De Smet Jesuit 
faculty, and campers are served lunch 
every day. Pre- and post-camp activities are 
included to accommodate drop-offs and 
pick-ups at our centrally-located campus in 
Creve Coeur.

Register today! STREAMS Summer Camp is 
limited to 40 campers. Sign up online at 

www.desmet.org/summercamps

NOTE: In addition to STREAMS, De Smet 
Jesuit will continue to offer its traditional 
athletic summer camps. Please contact Mr. 
Sothers if you want to combine STREAMS 
camp with a sports camp.



digital electronics

Mr.	Gene	Bender,	
Science

gbender@
desmet.org

Digital	Electronics	for	
the	Curious
Digital electronics are everywhere - even history 
teachers use them! Gaming systems, DVRs, and 
smart phones are just a few items that contain 
digital circuits. This hands-on course will introduce 
you to the digital world of ones and zeros as you 
discover how to communicate in binary, wire up 
basic computer chips on bread boards, control 
the inputs and outputs of digital logic gates, and 
get LEDs to light up and turn off when you want 
them to do so.

STREAMS CAMPS



Mr.	Bryan	Traughber,	
Social	Studies

btraughber@
desmet.org

Spartan	Study	Skills
This camp focuses on learning the study habits 
necessary to succeed in the classroom. During 
this week-long course, students will be introduced 
to the typical learning environment of a high 
school classroom. The content of this course will 
focus on different skill areas:
•	 organization
•	 time management
•	 personal responsibility
•	 active listening
•	 taking notes/summarizing
•	 test-taking skills
•	 setting goals

In addition, we will complete a technology-
based research assignment in our school library 
that utilizes our online resources. Students will 
participate in a variety of activities that will 
transform their skills in each of these areas, and 
will learn to apply these skills in all of their courses. 

study skills

STREAMS CAMPS



forensic investigation

Dr.	Mariette	
Baxendale,

Science

mbaxendale@
desmet.org

CSI:	De	Smet	Jesuit
Campers will serve as forensic investigators by 
utilizing observation and critical thinking skills 
during the examination of a crime scene. What 
does the evidence tell you? Students will use 
real-world forensic techniques and analyses 
as they explore crime scene investigation, 
impression evidence, hair, fibers, and DNA. 
Hurry! Space is limited.



art camps

Ms.	Emily	Ledbetter	
Mrs.	Laurie	Kohler,

Fine	Arts

eledbetter@
desmet.org

lkohler@
desmet.org

Art	Spark!
Come on down and spark your imagination this 
summer! Observation, creation and innovation 
is the name of the game when it comes to 
both the arts and the sciences. Students will 
be creating both two-dimensional and three-
dimensional works of art, while learning a little 
math and science along the way. Campers 
will put their artistic imaginations and critical 
thinking skills to the test in designing and creating 
kinetic sculptures, pendulum paintings, recycled 
material assemblages, and more. Campers 
should bring an apron or large T-shirt that they 
can wear while creations are in progress.

STREAM:	I	Made	This!
Work with clay, found objects and natural 
materials in three high-energy, hands-on, 
problem-solving sculptural projects. Use your 
imagination and make your ideas a reality.



music production

Mr.	Ray	Sherrock,	
Fine	Arts

rsherrock@
desmet.org

Music-making	101:	Creating,	
Sequencing,	and	Recording
Learn the fundamentals and basics of making 
music, including creating original arrangements 
of favorite songs (“covers”), original composition, 
sequencing, and recording. ProTools, Reason, 
and Finale are among the music software used 
in this class. Various concepts will be introduced, 
and students will have time to create their own 
music using DSJ’s music production lab.

While no previous experience is necessary, 
keyboard skills are very helpful.



science camp

Mr.	Jim	Walsh,	
Science

jwalsh@
desmet.org

Mad	Science
If you are a bit of a mad scientist, then this is 
the course for you! Spend a week exploring the 
wonders and magic of laboratory chemistry, 
getting your “hands dirty” by performing real 
chemical experiments. We’ll go beyond the 
periodic table and explore the chemistry that 
is all around us by mixing compounds, lighting 
things on fire, and creating (small) explosions!

Students will learn how to conduct 
experiments safely, utilize lab equipment, 
learn different experimental procedures, 
and gain an understanding of chemical 
concepts. Experimental topics include the 
chemistry of fireworks, formulas of hydrated 
compounds, energy changes in chemical 
reactions, pressure versus temperature in 
a gas, precipitation reactions, and acid-
base investigations.



video game development

Mr.	Ryan	Sextro,	
Mathematics

rsextro@
desmet.org

D.I.M.C.	-	De	Smet	Interactive	
Media	Collaborative
Do you think YOU have the idea for the next hit 
video game? Put your ideas to the test with a 
group of creative peers and make your game 
come to life! Students will engage in a week-long 
“hackathon,” working to create and deploy a 
fully functional video game. Along with their small 
group, students will implement their ideas using 
the Scratch environment.

No prior programming experience is necessary.



video production
DSPN	-	Broadcasting	and	Digital	
Media	in	the	21st	Century
This camp introduces students to the basics 
of Digital Media in the 21st Century. Digital 
media includes video production, live event 
broadcasting, and social media. The camp will 
focus on the skills necessary to produce, edit, film, 
and plan out broadcasts in different genres, and 
will show students how to use social media to 
promote their messages. Students will also learn 
to work collaboratively as part of a production 
team. Instructors will introduce campers to 
new technologies along with the philosophical 
and leadership skills necessary for one to be 
successful in the Digital Age.

Mr.	John	Hawkey,
Theology,	DSPN

jhawkey@
desmet.org



Mr.	Nick	Dressler,
English

ndressler@
desmet.org

Being	Sherlock	Holmes
Sherlock Holmes’s idiosyncratic methods have 
made him the most popular and enduring literary 
detective of all time, and this summer, his secrets 
will be revealed at De Smet Jesuit High School. 
Join us to learn the unique practices of the 
master sleuth himself such as deductive logic, 
observation, code breaking, forensic science, 
and interrogation, all while you explore Victorian 
England and enhance your writing skills with the 
latest in computer technology. Hurry, the game 
is afoot!

literature



history
The	History	of	Sports	and	
Recreation	in	St.	Louis
This course will allow students to continue to 
practice the skills demonstrated in the Spartan 
Study Skill Course. Students will have daily 
reading assignments, quizzes, a short essay, a 
technology based project, and a “final test” - all 
while learning about sports.  This course will give 
students an exciting opportunity to put their 
newly developed study skills into action while 
they learn more about some of their favorite 
hobbies and interests.

Mr.	Bryan	Traughber,	
Social	Studies

btraughber@
desmet.org



Madeline	Schissel,
Mathematics

Armando	Gilkes,
Diversity	Director

mschissel@
desmet.org

agilkes@
desmet.org

Stats	Around	the	Diamond
Do you ever find yourself wondering why math 
is important or how it relates to you? Well, math 
is everywhere! Every major sport collects data 
and calculates probabilities and statistics for their 
teams. Math is crucial! Understanding numbers 
becomes part of understanding the game. In this 
course we will explore the connections between 
probability and statistics and America’s favorite 
past time – baseball.

mathematics



science
Engineering	-	Design,	
Build,	Break
Each day, students will be faced with a 
different engineering challenge. On one day, 
students may be asked to design a carrier 
to protect an egg in a fall, while on another 
day instructors may ask students to design a 
bridge made entirely out of toothpicks. During 
each challenge, students will learn about 
the engineering principles at work and will 
apply these principles in their designs. At the 
conclusion of each session, we will be putting 
these designs to the test to see how well they 
meet the challenge! This session will provide 
students with a fun, interactive, and hands-on 
learning environment where they can put basic 
engineering design principles to practice.

Mr.	Joe	Feld,
Science

jfeld@
desmet.org



Mr.	Bryan	Traughber,	
Varsity	Cross	

Country	Coach

btraughber@
desmet.org

Running	Skills	Camp
Students will develop their fitness levels and 
have fun while learning the basics of running 
through a variety of different activities. 
They will be introduced to stretching 
techniques, plyometrics, biomechanics, and 
conditioning. No prior running experience 
necessary.

Date Offered: Week of June 20

Times:  8:30am - 10:30am

Cost: $75

cross country

ATHLETIC CAMPS



Mr.	Josh	Klein,
Varsity	Soccer	

Coach

jklein@
desmet.org

Soccer	Skills	Camp
Campers will learn shooting, heading, 
receiving, passing and ball control 
techniques. Tactical training will include 
one-on-one, two-on-two, and three-on-
two situations. Instruction is designed to 
meet the needs of players from beginner to 
advanced, and participants are grouped 
according to skill.

Date Offered: Week of June 6

Time: 8:30am - 11:30am

Cost: $95

soccer

ATHLETIC CAMPS



football

Mr.	Rob	Steeples.
Varsity	Football	

Coach

rsteeples@
desmet.org

Football	Skills	Camp
Campers will receive an introduction to 
important techniques and skills for the 
gridiron, including: 
•	 offensive and defensive stances
•	 how to properly throw, hold, and run 

with the football
•	 proper techniques for blocking, tackling, 

passing, receiving, placekicking 
and punting

This camp also includes seven-on-seven 
games throughout the week.

Date Offered: Week of June 27

Time: 8:30am - 11:30am

Cost: $90



ultimate frisbee

Mr.	Peter	Lenzini
Varsity	Ultimate	

Coach

plenzini@
desmet.org

Ultimate	Frisbee	Skills	Camp
Ultimate Frisbee is a seven-on-seven field 
sport that combines elements of football, 
soccer, and basketball. It is a burgeoning 
sport in high school athletics. This camp will 
introduce participants to the rules, basic 
strategies, and essential skills of the game. 
Campers will receive a De Smet Jesuit disc 
and a practice jersey.

Date Offered: Week of June 20

Time: 8:30am - 11:30am

Cost: $80



Mr.	Colby	Robinson,	
Varsity	Wrestling	

Coach

crobinson@
desmet.org

Wrestling	Skills	Camp
This camp is dedicated to the growth and 
development of grade school wrestlers. 
Campers will learn the basics of wrestling, 
including positioning, motion, and poise. 
This camp is highlighted by one-on-one 
coaching from some of the top wrestling 
coaches in the St. Louis area. Novice 
and skilled wrestlers are welcome, with 
appropriate learning tracks available for 
both.

Date Offered: Week of 
July 11

Time: 8:30am - 11:00am

Cost: $95

wrestling



volleyball

Mr.	Tim	Haffner,
Varsity	Volleyball	

Coach

thaffn@
yahoo.com

Volleyball	Skills	Camp
This camp is designed to meet the needs of 
players from beginners to advanced. Each 
day of the camp will focus on a different 
volleyball skill, including passing, moving, 
serving, hitting, and blocking. The camp 
also features tournament play to test and 
work on the skills learned.

Date Offered: Week of July 18

Time: 2:00pm - 4:00pm

Cost: $75



Mr.	David	Stewart,
Varsity	Baseball	

Coach

dstewart2@
desmet.org

Baseball	Camp
Instruction for this camp is designed to improve 
the campers’ baseball knowledge and skills. 
Participants will receive instruction on hitting, 
pitching, catching mechanics, base running 
and fielding. The camp is structured to help 
both the casual player and the advanced 
player. Participants will be grouped according 
to ability.

Date Offered: Begins May 31

Time: 8:30am - 11:30am

Cost: $95

baseball



Baseball	Arm	Camp
The varsity baseball staff at De Smet Jesuit invites coaches, players, fathers 
and sons to this three-day arm care and conditioning clinic. We will be 
discussing the ins and outs of proper care and conditioning of a player’s most 
important asset: his arm. Come and learn from one of the most well-known 
arm care specialists in the state of Missouri, Travis Griffin.

The clinic is for the student-athlete; the student-athlete will 
be the active one involved in the training but we highly 
recommend that the father or coach comes as well to 
learn this valuable information. The price for the three-day 
clinic is $75 per child, while coaches and fathers may 
attend for free.

Date Offered: July 18 - 20

Time: 6:00pm - 8:30pm

Cost: $75



Mr.	Kevin	Poelker,	
Varsity	Basketball	

Coach

kpoelker@
desmet.org

Basketball	Camp	(2nd	-	3rd	Grade)

This camp emphasizes the fundamentals of 
basketball. We will instruct campers in both 
individual and team skills. Each camper will 
receive a reversible jersey to wear during 
the session.

Date Offered: June 6-9

Time: 9:00am - 11:00am

Cost: $70

basketball



Basketball	Camp	(4th	-	9th	Grade)

This camp emphasizes the fundamentals of basketball. The morning is 
spent on individual skills such as shooting, rebounding, and ball handling. 
The afternoon emphasizes team skills and competition. Each day features 
shooting competitions and camper-of-the-day awards for each division. 
Each camper will receive a reversible jersey to wear during the session.

Dates Offered:  June 13 - 17 (4th - 9th graders)
   June 20 - 24 (4th - 9th graders)
   July 11 - 15 (6th - 8th graders)

Time: All day, 8:30am - 3:00pm (Fridays are half days, 8:30am - 12:00pm)

Cost: $160



lacrosse

Mr.	Joseph	Douglas,	
Varsity	Lacrosse	

Coach

joseph.douglas33@
gmail.com

Lacrosse	Camp
Players will be introduced to the country’s 
fastest-growing sport, its positions and 
fundamentals by Varsity Coach Joe Douglas. 
A stick can be purchased at the time of 
registration.

Date Offered: Week of July 18

Time: 5:30pm - 8:00pm

Cost:  $75 (beginner, no equipment);
 $125 (intermediate, full equipment)



weight training
Weight	Lifting	Camp
Campers will learn:
•	 proper technique for ground-based lifts
•	 proper technique for individual body 

part exercises
•	 proper safety techniques for spotting and 

general weight room safety
•	 a working knowledge of which exercises 

develop which body parts
•	 a basic understanding of the principles of 

resistance training
•	 a solid knowledge of proper stretching and 

warm-up exercises for lifting
•	 plyometric training for development of 

quick-twitch muscle fiber

Dates Offered: Week of May 31
  Week of June 6

Time: 12:30pm - 2:30pm (Week of May 31)
           9:00am - 11:00am (Week of June 6)

Cost: $75

Mr.	Pat	Mahoney,
Former	Varsity	

Football	Coach

pmahoney@
desmet.org
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